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Planning and Building in Amesville
Whether you’re a developer, business owner or resident, our goal is to provide helpful information about Amesville. The Safety Committee in Amesville functions as the Planning and Zoning Department and works closely with other Village Staff, the Village Council and the Mayor.

The Village Mayor and Marshal are charged with enforcing the Building Code Ordinances of Amesville. Since there are no building codes for Amesville or Athens County (beyond the City of Athens) there are few processes that are administered through the safety Committee. Instead, most of these functions reside with the County Planner’s office. These processes include: residential subdivision review; commercial development review. The Village of Amesville has responsibility for: sidewalks, signs, fencing, and pools as well as providing staff assistance to the Safety Committee.

Safety Committee
The Safety Committee shall have the power and duty to hear applications for land use, to submit written recommendations for legislative action or to render final determinations for administrative action; to initiate, review and recommend legislation, rules and regulations on all matters of municipal planning, land use, and to exercise such other powers, duties and functions as provided by Council.

Zoning Code
The Village of Amesville has no Zoning Code and relies on input from the Athens County Planner’s Office.

Comprehensive Plan
In the Fall of 2015, the Village initiated the process to consider a Comprehensive Plan. With continuing growth pressures, mostly for residential development, and the Village’s desire to enhance its tax base with more commercial and industrial development, the Village decided to begin review on possible plans. 

Building Applications 
All residential and commercial construction projects within the Village of Amesville limits (on public property) will be inspected by the State of Ohio Building and Facilities Division. All projects on private property is subject to Athens County Sub-division regulations. We recommend that you check with the County before you begin construction to see if you need a permit for the construction. 
Guidelines, permitting and inspections for Solar Installations in Amesville, Ohio 

Since the only building regulations in Amesville address the type of structure, type of foundation and access to electric via wastewater system connection therefore no permitting, inspection or other steps are necessary in the planning, installation and operation of Solar (PV) arrays within the Village. Amesville heartily endorse and encourages residents to consider using solar arrays for electricity, solar water heating and geo-thermal technology for whole house heating. 

Given that Amesville is home to Athens Electric (a solar system installer) and AirClaws (an HVAC contractor skilled at geo-thermal systems) we fully support the use of these technologies and use of these vendors for services. 

As a courtesy, we ask that you notify the Village of Amesville (fo.amesville@gmail.com) of your intent to install a solar, wind or geo-thermal system. We will assist as much as possible in collaboration with local utilities and businesses to assist you. There are no required permits, no fees for installation, no inspection process and no review process. 


